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Narratives of Revolution of 1911 and Nation-Building of Singapore:
Politics of Display in Singapore’s Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial
Hall

Taking Singapore’s “Wangingyuan,” also termed “Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial
Hall” as an example, this paper firstly explores how the new display of the Revolution
of 1911 and overseas Chinese anti-Japanese movement relate to Singapore’s history?
In other words, how the display serves Singapore’s national ideology? Secondly, this
paper explores how pan-Chinese nationalism has transformed into fortification of
“Singaporean” identity? This paper is divided into three parts accordingly. The first
part introduces Wangingyuan’s history, past display and the official discourses
regarding its historical status. Secondly, this paper analyzes the new display based on
Henrietta Lidchi’s theory. This paper then compares the cultural politics of the display
and Singapore’s historiography during colonial and war period. Based on this
comparison, the imaginary of Singapore as a “nation,” the imaginary of
“Singaporean” identity and the imaginary of Singapore’s survival will be examined.
Finally, this paper argues that the new display not only extends but also re-affirms the
priority and necessity of economic development of Singapore.

Keyords: Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall; cultural display; national ideology;
identity; imaginary of survival
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