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The Shinzo Abe Cabinet’s/LDP’s Drive to
Amend the Constitution—Approaches and
Practices

Hsien-Sen Lin
Associate Professor, Department of East Asian Studies, National Taiwan
Normal University

[ Abstract )

This study aims to explore the approaches and practices of the Abe-led
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in revising Japan’s security-policy related
Preamble and Article 9 of the Constitution. After the parliamentary election
in July 2016, the political parties in favor of revising the Constitution,
including LDP, have secured more than two-thirds of the seats in both
Houses of Councillors and Representatives. The result has opened the door of
possibility for the first time for the Congress to put constitutional change to a
national referendum. However, according to the recent polls, the percentage
of those who opposed to the constitutional revisions is greater than those who
agreed. In addition, the political parties—regardless of in power or in
opposition—have divided opinions on the constitutional revisions.
Nevertheless, the Abe-led LDP opted to revise Article 96 of the Constitution
to lower the threshold of amending the Constitution or to alter
administration’s interpretation of Article 9 of the Constitution. Although the
latter was achieved, it has drawn backlash. From now on, the goal of Abe-led
LDP is to increase citizen participation and to reach consensus through
discussions on the Constitutional Review Committee of Japanese National
Diet so as to pave the better way for constitutional revisions.

Keywords: constitutional amendment, right of collective self-defense,
Constitutional Review Committee, existential threat situation,
Legislation for Peace and Security
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